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Sk. Aminul Islam, a nationalist muslim, was an 
active participant in the freedom struggle. In later years, he 
undertook the publication of the hindu almanac popularly 
known as the Orissa Kohenoor Panjika in Oriya. His anxiety 
10 make the calculations free of mistakes got him close to the 
art. He respected the hindu scripmures and stood for the unity 
of all religions by publicly saying that all religions were good 
and great. 
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PREFACE 


The remarkable scientific advancement of the 20th 
century has changed'the face of the world. While the great 
human race moves close 10 the 21st century with hopes of a still 
better world in another planet, a new catastrophe more 
dangerous than the nuclear war has appeared on the horizon. 
The century old fight between different kinds of ism based on 
high principles to usher in a new world order, seems to have 
been receding. It has now’ given place to sectarianism which 
was forgotten long long before. We see this evil force raising 
its head in the break of the Soviet world and among the civilised 
states in Eastern Europe. The dream of making this world a 
peaceful home of all kinds of people and to grow a feeling of 
internalism, is going to be shattered. The recent conference 
organised by certain Muslim countries and wide exposure 
given to it through modern media, may lead to greater disaster 
to the humanity; the worst of which was seen in the wake of 
independence in this sub-continent of ours. The recent trend to 
bring religion into politics in our country is also a dangerous 
development. 

It is against this evil force that the whole life of late 
Aminul Islam was dedicated during the days of independence 
movement,in our country. Although a Muslim, he has done 
greater serv <2 to the cause of Hindus. He was truely a symbol 
of national integration for which we are now crying hoarse 
and organising seminars and conferences. Public speeches 
will not do. What is necessary is the behaviour in our practical 
day to day life which Aminul Islam has set before us as an 
example. 

Let us be practical in fostering national integration 
and harmony in the society of human world, and dedicate this. 
book to those who are now engaged in destroying unity and 
integrity in our national life. 


CHINTA O CHETANA °” Surendra Das 
ORISSA, Bhubaneswar. ଦା STATE GENERAL SECRETARY 
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NAP a time when concepts like Secularism, 
National Integration, Tolerance for all religions 
were only incoherent ideas for most, Sk. Aminul | 
Islam was the living embodiment for all such 
concepts. His efforts to publish religious books 
relating to Hindu religion and to bring out correct 
Oriya almanac, though himself professing an 
Islamic faith, may not be properly appreciated in 
the present times telescopically observed, but 
he would always remain as landmark of a 
determined initiative at achieving an integrated 
approach to religion and peacefu! co-existence. 
He was a living bridge between Hindu and 
Islamic culture and religions too. He was a 
pucca Nationalist as well as a staunch Secularist. 
He was a person whose vision was beyond the 
horizon of religion. Besides the Panjika (almanac), 
the publication of which made him familiar in 
every household, his works for communal 
harmony and National Integration are also 
commendable. He is a household name in Orissa 
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where millions remember him with love and 
reverence. His life, however, requires to be 
projected properly on the National scene. 


Aminul was born on August 5, 1900 in an 
humble muslim family of Sutahat in Cuttack city 
to the great delight of his parents Sk. Kamal 
Mohammad and Narzireen Bibi. However, 
unfortunately his father expired only ten months 
after his birth in consequence of which he grew 
up under the loving care of his paternal 
grandfather, Taher Mohammad and mother 
Nazireen Bibi. 


His youngest matemal uncle, Maulavi Abrar 
Bux, the then District Inspector of Schools, took 
the responsibility of educating his nephew and, 
under his guidance, Aminul began to study 
Urdu, Arabic, Persian as well as Oriyalanguage 
and literature. At the initial stage, he studied in 
the Mission High School at Cuttack and the 
vernacular teacher Maulavi Taheruddin Ahmed 
took keen interest in him and encouraged him 
in every possible way. Aminul studied sincerely 
and completed the M.E. Examination. 
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But due to financial difficulties and pressing 
family liabilities, he had to reluctantly give up 
further formal studies. But his interestin learning 
remained unabated. The grounding in different 
languages and literatures that he received early 
in life, stood him in good stead in later years 
when he developed himself into a writer. 


Aminul Islam was an embodiment of 
Secularism. His efforts for publishing the large 
number of religious books pertaining to Hindu 
religion demonstrate his non-communal attitude. 


The foundation of Aminu!l Islam's later 
career as a printer or printing press-owner and 
publisher of books was laid when, after passing 
the M. E. examination, he joined in 1912 the 
book-trade of his brother-in-law (sister's husband) 
Noor Khan who had .started a book - shop 
named Arkodaya Pustakalaya at Naya Sarak in 
Cuttack. He acquired rich experience, both literary 
and commercial. He learnt the profession of 
printing and writing while working in the book- 
shop of Noor Khan who usedto publish and sel! 
many books of Munshi Hakim Sk. Abdul Aziz in 
Oriya. The writings of Munshi Aziz were then 
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very popular among the general readers of 
Orissa. Young Aminul came in contact with him 
and was inspired by his writings. He also realized 
how profitable book-trade could be, if books of 
popular writers like Munshi Hakim Sk. Abdul 
Aziz were printed and published. He also 
realized how the writers themselves, too, would 
make monetary gain thereby. Thus steadily he 
began to develop greater interest in book-trade 
and aspired to set up printing press of his own 
as well as a publishing concern and a shop for 
the sale of his publications in Oriya language. 


His sincerity, honesty and hard work as 
well as business acumen brought him at last 
the desired reward. In 1928 his dream 
materialized when he established the Orissa 
Kohenoor Press. He also renamed the Arkodaya 
Pustakalaya which he took over from his 
brother-in-law as Orissa Kohenoor Press 
Pustaka Bhandar after the name of his press. 
With a printing press of his own, his ambition 
now was to become the leading publisher of 
Cuttack. | 


In the year 1928, there were very few 
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printing presses in Cuttack. Hardly any of the 
owners of those presses ventured to take up 
the publication of old manuscripts, literary or 
otherwise. Seldom were the epics, the ancient 
Puranas, upapuranas with their Oriya renderings 
published. There were few books which would 
interest the vast Hindu religious mass. With a 
spirit of adventure, patriotic and religious fervour, 
uninhibited by any narrow communal 
consideration, Aminul islam decided to undertake 
the publication of the palm leaf manuscripts in 
Oriya which were lying neglected and getting 
worn out in nooks and corners of Orissa. He 
collected a large number of such manuscripts, 
particularly those with literary, religious or 
philosophical significance. Besides, he gathered 
various manuscripts on subjects like Tantra, 
Jyotisa and Ayurveda, which had been 
completely neglected. With the help of learned 
Sanskrit and Oriya scholars like Pandit Kunjabana 
Tripathy of the Darbar of the Raja of Athagarh, 
Pandit Raghunath Mishra, a reputed Pandit of 
the Mukti Mandapa Pandit Sabha of Shri 
Jagannath Temple, Puri, Pandit Bhubaneswar 
Mishra and others, he got them copied, properly 
corrected, edited and thereafter published them 
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with proper Oriya translation where ever 
necessary for the benefit of the readers in 
general. Thus he brought to light many rare 
works in Sanskrit and Oriya which otherwise 
would have been lost to the academic world as 
also to the people in general and thus contributed 
to the movement for the revival of interest in 
traditional learning. 


Aminul Islam was not merely a patron of 
learning and the learned writers; but also a 
pioneer in publishing the popular works of the 
time like those of Brajavasi Babaji Baisnaba 
Charana Das, the works of Ganakavi Vaisnava 
Pani, the writer of Operas and Dramas, 
Balakrishna Mohanty, Dolagovinda Mangaraj, 
Kanhu Charan Pani, Ramchandra Swain, the 
Charana Kavi (the wandering poet) S.A. Hamid, 
Kavichandra Kalicharan Pattanaik, Vimal 
Chandra Roy Choudhury, Pothani Pradhan, 
Gopal Das, the Gana Kavi Birakishore Ray 
and works of many others whose books most 
‘publishers hesitated to print and publish 
apprehending financial {oss. Bold and daring by 
nature, he took the risk of publishing books of 
poems and songs, operas, folk dramas and 
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dramas of above authors which reached the 
hands of thousands of Oriyas. The poor Oriya 
authors felt deeply encouraged as they got 
name and fame as well as pecuniary benefit 
chiefly due to the publication and sale of their 
work at reasonable price. Obviously they would 
have stopped writing and died unknown and 
unsung had they not been thus aided and 
encouraged. Moreover Aminul Islam had a 
knack of identifying talent and was prompt in 
coming forward to assist and encourage those 
possessing it. As such, not only did he bring 
many Oriya writers to the lime light, but also 
encouraged the new and young writers. 


He published thousands of slim books of 
popular songs Bhajans and Kirtans like the Koili 
(The Cuckoo) songs and Chautisas, traditional 
songs of topical interest written inthe language 
of the common people of Orissa. These books 
became very popular and not only they found 
wide marketin every nook and corner of Orissa, 
but also in the neighbouring provinces of 
Bengal and Bihar, in all outlying Oriya speaking 
regions, and even in distant places like Assam 
and Burma and wherever Oriyas lived and worked 
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for their livelihood. Apart from publishing Sanskrit 
and Oriya works for the learned elites and the 
scholarly people, also did he publish the 
dharmasastras, epics and puranas for those 
craving for religious literature. He published a 
huge number of what one may call "Layman's 
literature" which made him well - known in all the 
Oriya -speaking regions. He thus added anew 
dimension to the concept of publication. 


This adventure led him to a considerable 
commercial success no doubt, but it also widened 
his outlook and interest as it brought him into 
direct contact with poets and composers of 
songs, authors of ali types, chiefly of dramas, 
operas and other folk-plays. While his desire 
for learning was satisfied to a large extent by 
close contact with the leamed elites by publishing 
their scholarly works, his creativity blossomed 
due to his contact with other writers; as a result 
of which he himself wrote many small books of 
poems and songs and occasionally folk-dramas, 
which he published. He also published in Bengali 
script, the popular folk songs of S. A. Hamid like 
Ratha Yatra (The Car Festival) Sara Nani Puri 
Jiba (Sister Sara's visit to Puri}, Katakiani Bahu 
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(The daughter-in-law from Cuttack), Odisa 
Naibadhira Karuna Kahani (The Pathetic tale of 
the Flood in Orissa) and many other books 
which enlightened the Bengalis about the 
contemporary customs and manners as well as 
the happenings in Orissa. Those books were 
also meant for Oriyas in Bengal who had 
forgotten the Oriya script but, still, by and large, 
used Oriya in their homes. 


He catered chiefly to the religious 
sentiments of the large masses of Hindus by 
writing books pertaining to religious festivals 
and rituals like fasting and Vrata (i.e. Balitrutiya 
Vrata, Savitri Vrata, Kartika Vrata etc.) most 
often in verses. Editions of the Gita and the 
Bhagabata were also brought out by him, 
mostly in Oriya version. 


Besides, Kavyas like Chandravati Haran, 
folk-tales, stories, novels and fictions, detective 
fictions and funny farces, too were published by 
him. His publications, in their wide variety, 
included also collected works (Granthavalis) of 
some eminent Oriya writers. 


Aminul islam's interest as a publisher 


<», 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


was not confined to the Oriya-speaking people 
only but also extended to the vast masses of 
adivasis living in different parts of Orissa. He 
was the pioneer in publishing literature for the 
entertainment of the adivasis. He inspired the 
then adivasi leaders Raghunath Murmu and 
Siddhilal Murmu to compose, the first adivasi 
play in Orissa entitled Vindu Chandana and 
printed and published it at his own costin 1932. 


He also published a work entitled Kurmi 
Kshetriya Itinas (The History of Kurmi Kshetriyas) 
to give an idea about the Kshetriya Shivaji 
Dynasty living in Orissa and spread relevant 
information among the people at large. 


Apart from publishing many folk - plays 
and opera Aminul Islam also extended patronage 
to organizations performing them. He founded 
in 1930 Kazipatna Gana Natya Pratisthan and 
acted as its chief patron. He was instrumental in 
staging S.A. Hamid's play Premika Pagal (The 
Loving Lunatic) at Jhola Sahi, Mukam Sahar 
and a few other places in the city of Cuttack.In 
this way he achieved great reputation in the 
field of theatre too and this, in its return, 
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considerably popularised the publications of 
his Orissa Kohinoor Press. He himself wrote 
the well known plays Chandrabhaga and Shri 
Jagannath and the opera Kanchikaveri. 


Aminul Islam was a patriot of no less 
importance. He came in close contact with one 
of the most important nationalist Muslims of 
Orissa of the time, Dr. Ekram Rasul who was 
for a long time the President of Orissa 
Provincial Congress Committee. Meetings 
were held almost every evening at the residence 
of Dr Rasul attended, among others, by such 
eminent congress leaders as Utkalamani 
Gopabandhu Das, Harekrushna Mahatab, 
Nabakrushna Choudhury, Bhagirathi Mahapatra, 
Dr Atalbehari Acharya and so on. Youthful 
Aminul Islam most often attened these meetings 
and occasionally participated inthe discussions.. 
This association with the great nationalist leaders 
of Orissa of the time, stirred his heart and 
roused the deep patriotic fervour in him. 


Meanwhile he was attracted towards 
Mahatma Gandhi whose ideas and ideals 
moved him to the core of his heart. When 
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Gandhiji started his salt Satyagraha, he was 
instantly inspired to join it and in 1930, he was 
bold enough to compose the patriotic poem 
Dandi Yatra, and he printed it in his own press 
and published it at great personal risk. This act 
of his, provoked the ire of the British rulers and 
the publications were banned and all the 
copies of the book Dandi Yatra were immediately 
confiscated. The poem also gave an account of 
the brave salt Satyagraha campaign undertaken 
by the nationalist leaders of Orissa. Below are 
given a few lines translated in English from 
this epic making work: 


Learning that Salt will be produced 
(by Satyagrahis) 
in Puri, Balasore and Cuttack 
Hearing the words of Gandhi 
frantic are the traders from foreign lands! 
All over the country there is stir 
Let's go tomorrow to produce salt 
Oh, let's go. 

Together will India's great leaders all 
go to join the Satyagraha 
Frantic has become the King of Britain, 
he will quit India and go. 
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Oh, the strategy of Gandhi and Azad - 
The English Parliament is trembling - 
Oh, Let's go. 

The Yavanas, the Moghuls, the Marhattas 
and the Pathans 
Preserved the country's glory. 

The wretched English - the residents of 
the islands of the white 
ransacked our inheritance - oh ! 
Beggars we became 
Save us, O worshipper of non-violence 
Save us, Oh! 

Inchudi, Eram, Machhagaon, Kujanga 
Jahania and Astaranga, 

What (wicked) pranks are playing the slaves 
of the white 
along the sea shore, Oh! 

Gandhi will break down 
the security measures - 

The non - violent Dandi Campaign, Oh! 


This popular book of poetry on the Salt 
Satyagraha created a great stir all over Orissa. 
The poet dramatist Kavichandra Kalicharan 
Pattanaik, the famous nationalist poet Birakishore 
Das and the eminent Lexicographer Gopal 
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Chandra Praharaj were so much charmed by 
this poem that they invited the young patriotic 
poet Aminul Islam and praised him profusely as 
an embodiment of Indian culture and religious 
tolerance. 


Till 1936 Orissa was a part of the Bihar and 
Orissa Province. On April ist, 1936 Orissa 
became a separate province after a long struggle 
of which Mr. Madhusudan Das, renowned lawyer 
of the time had been one of the foremost leaders. 
On this significant occasion, Aminul Islam, the 
patriotic son of Utkal, published a booklet 
namely Orissa Pradesha Swatantra Gita ( A 
song on the separate province of Orissa) 
supporting the move for creation of a separate 
state of Orissa in which he offered rich homage 
to the late leader Madhusudan Das in the 
following lines translated in English : 


Listen, O Madhusudan, listen 
Blessed is Oriya on your birth 
Glory and honour you will preserve 
O my darling ! 
For Orissa's self-identity 
To Bihar you went 


<> 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


and raised the claim 
To secure your own State, 
You raised the claim 
O my darling ! 
On the First of April 
An autonomous province of the country 
Orissa became 
Played with their swords 
Paikas many 
O my darling ! 
Smart work you did 
Oh, the glory of Utkal is your great 
achievement 
The image of your Utkal, O my darling ! 
S. Aminul | 
On Orissa's self-identity 
composed this poem - 
Notice not its faults, 
O my brother, my darling. 


In 1938, when the people of the feudal 


States or Garhjats as they were knownin Orissa 
were struggling against the tyranny of the 
autocratic rulers, poet S.A. Hamid wrote a fiery 
popular poem named Baji Rauton a young boy 
of that name who had been shot dead by the 


<> 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


LZ S©& 


policemen for refusing to ferry them across a 
river in the ex-State of Dhenkanal. Aminul Islam 
with his sympathy for the people of Dhenkanal 
suffering under the tyrannical rule of the Raja of 
Dhenkanal and moved by the martyrdom of Baji 
Raut, on the basis of the book by S. A. Hamid 
daringly published a poetry book entitled 
Dhenkanal Guli Fire Kahani (The Story of firing 
in Dhenkanal). This revolutionary book of 
poetry directed against feudal tyranny was 
confiscated in the capital of Dhenkanal or 
Dhenkana! Garh as it was called then. The 
seller of the book was immediately arrested by 
the State Police. Later on the intervention of the 
famous nationalist Advocate of the time Sri 
Dinabandhu Sahu and other eminent Congress 
workers, he was released. A few lines from that 
book of revolutionary poem are quoted below :- 


Oh, the tyranny in Dhenkanal 
increases day by day 
House to house search goes on 

arrests, too, take place 
The police force, the soldiers white 
have devastated (the land) 
Oh, the tyranny in Dhenkanal 
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increases day by day. 
The lands, the homesteads 
of the subjects 
have been wiped away - 
Horses and elephants engaged 
to trample the hearths and homes and lands, 
Oh, the tyranny in Dhenkanal 
increases day by day 
Immortal was made the Prajamandal's name 
by a boy of twelve - Baji was his name 
Oh, the tyranny in Dhenkanal 
increases day by day. 


In 1939, when Major Bazelgette, the British 
Political Agent, was murdered in course of a 
violent popular agitation against the aggressive 
ruler of Ranpur, another garhjat or feudatory 
state, Aminul Islam published a book of song 
named Ranpur Praja Melee (The Revolt of the 
subjects of Ranpur). This patriotic book was 
considered seditious and all the copies of the 
book were confiscated by the British government. 


A few lines from the revolutionary song 
translated in English are given below:- 
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So obstinate is the Raja of Ranpur 
Oh, there is no escape for him any more. 
By the way you behaved, the nature, 

you displayed 
You invited death 
Oh, the subjects will not spare you. 
You sing the virtues of Bazelgette 
Your work is to lick 
the leaves with residual of food. 
Oh, the slaves of the white, you salute them 
Shameless you are, 
there is no conscience in you 
Oh, Raja of Ranpur. 

The same year, in the month of 
September, Netaji (then simply Sriyukta) Subhas 
Chandra Bose visited Cuttack, the city of his 
birth. 


Netaji Subash Chandra Bose was then 
the Alderman of the Calcutta Corporation. Seated 
on an elephant along with Pandit Nilakantha 
Das, the -then President of the Provincial 
Congress Committee, went round the Cuttack 
city. When the procession arrived at Sutahat 
crossing, Aminul Islam welcomed and garlanded 
Subhas Bose and Pandit Nilakantha Das on 
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behalf of "The Cuttack City Sirajud-Daola 
Memorial Committee”. It may be noted here 
that during this period of National upsurge, 
Sirajud-Daola'’s battle against the forces of the 
East India Company was viewed as the first 
battle for freedom and the nationalist Aminul 
Islam had closely associated himself with the 
Memorial Committee. 


The Second World War began on 
September 3, 1939 and on January 17, 1941 a 
stirring event took place. Subhas Bose had 

been under house-arrest in Calcutta. His 
residence had been heavily guarded by the 
police. But in spite of all the precautions taken 
by the British authorities, Subhas Bose suddenly 
disappeared. The news of his disappearance 
and escape into some foreign land spread like 
wild fire. Aminul Islam soon brought out from his 
press a song book named Netajinka Antardhan 
(Netaji's disappearance). This book, too, was 
considered seditious and on the direction of the 
British Governor of Orissa Mr. Lewis, the Orissa 
Kohenoor Press was searched and all the copies 
of the book were confiscated. A few lines quoted 
from the book translated in English will reveal 
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the admiration of the poet for the great 


revolutionary leader. 


The toy of Subhas the Forward Block 
was looking for the right time to fight 
The clash with Germany, for Britain 

a deadly disaster bacame. 
Netaji set the arrows 
trembled in fear the white race. 

On this side Germany, on the other Japan 

joined they were by Mussolini 
The dream of Churchill melted away 
seeing the army of Subhas, Oh! 
Intense became the war. 
The allied Powers, Oh! 
became frantic in terror. 


The ‘Quit india’ movement started in 
August 1942 and at the call of Mahatma Gandhi 
the whole country rose in revolt. in a place 
known as Eram in Orissa many persons were 
killed in police firing.Stirred by patriotism, the 
disciple of the wandering poet S.A. Hamid, K.A. 
Mallick wrote a revolutionary song book named 
Eram Atyachar (Oppression at Eram). Aminul 
Islam was bold enough to print it in his own 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


OD 


press i.e. Orissa Kohenoor Press and publish 
the same. Again the press was searched under 
the order of British Government and alt the 
copies of the book Eram Atyachar were 
confiscated. The following are a few lines 
translated in English displaying the sincere 
feeling of the poet : 


Gandhi's order ‘Do or die’ 

The date was nineth August 
Time has come for Quit India 
Rose the Freedom Party, Oh! 

People went beyond control 

Puzzled became Churchill's head 
The Frontier Gandhi has given the call 
Eram will become free 
The Satyagrahis all are holding meetings 
fiery speeches they deliver, Oh! 
On seeing this the British nation 
bacame hot in intense anger, Oh! 
into Eram the Army entered 
It was a saline region 
All the eight have become martyrs 
cracked, alas ! their fortune, Oh ! 
Oh, the heroism of Orissa 
Pari Bewa her life she gave up 
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Oh, the heroism of Orissa. 


Thus, inspired by patriotic and revolutionary 
ardour, deep-seated in his heart, Aminul Islam 
fearlessly published books after books on 
revolutionary themes which other publishers 
did not dare to publish and to face tyranny of the 
British masters who repeatedly searched Orissa 
Kohenoor Press and confiscated copies of the 
books, they considered seditious. It was even 
being contemplated to arrest him and to draw 
proceedings against him by the British rulers in 
Orissa. But undeterred by all the persecutions 
and threats of the alien government, he continued 
to lend his support to freedom movement and 
propogated nationalistic ideas through his 
revolutionary songs directed against British 
imperialism and feudal tyranny in the Garhjats. 


Sk. Aminul Islam was an eminent Indian 
citizen who transcended the narrow religious 
out look and did his best to promote the cause 
of communal harmony and National Integration. 
He has inscribed his name in golden letters as 
a popular and well experienced publisher through 
his devotion, perserverance and dedication. 
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He was a worthy son of the state and true patriot 
of our country and has kindled the light of 
freedom in the heart of people. He represented 
the manifestation of the great Indian culture, the 
culture of the Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas and 
the Holy Koran which has given strength to the 
spiritual vitality and unity of India. He has set an 
example by his conduct, character and his efforts 
to serve the cause of maintaining the cultural 
bonds between different communities. 


A polite, generous and friendly person with a 
keen spirit of service to humanity, Aminul Islam 
was popular among all classes of people. His 
relationship with the writers, irrespective of their 
caste, creed and status was ever cordial. He 
treated the learned pandits whose assistance, 
he greatly valued with due honour. He was very 
generous towards the astrologers and 
astronomers associated with the preparation of 
the Panjika (Almanac) by him and often paid 
their dues in advance. In their times of difficulty 
and need, he would not hesitate to extend 
advance thousands of rupees. It was primarily 
due to him, that some of the Oriya writers later 
attained renown not only in the state of Orissa 
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but also all over the country. He also encouraged 
many new writers who needed support and 
patronage without which they could, perhaps, 
never been able to get recognition in the realm 
of literary fame. 


But the greatest and most important 
achievement of Aminul Islam has been the 
publication every year of a standard authentic 
almanac or Panjika in Oriya ever since 1935.The 
almanacs then in use were not always quite 
dependable. Young Aminul resolved to bring 
out an authentic almanac and boldly brought 
out an Oriya Panchangin 1935 for the first time 
under the name and style of ‘Orissa-Kohenaor 
Press Panjika’. lt was calculated according to 
the principles laid down in the book Sidhanta 
Darpana, the famous work of the renowned 
Oriya astronomer and astrologer Late Samanta 
Chandrasekhar. The calculations were made 
by the scions of the reputed Khadiratna family. 
This almanac or panjika from the date of its 
publication has been accepted as the most 
authentic and flawless duly approved by the 
Mukti Mandapa Pandit Sabha,the highest seat 
of Hindu religion attached to Shri Jagannath 
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Temple, Puri. The rites and rituals as well as the 
various festivals in Shri Jagannath Temple are 
being observed in accordance with the 
calculations given in this almanac, which has 
also been getting commendation letter from the 
Gajapati King of Puri. For Hindus this Panjikais 
an invaluable asset and as such it has found 
place in countless Hindu homes. Himself a 
devout Muslim, with a unique catholicity of 
spirit, he has richly contributed to the preservation 
of Hindu religious customs in particular and 
Hindu culture in general through this almanac. 
It is a matter of unique significance that this 
almanac published by a Muslim has found 
acceptance in the great Hindu Shrine Shri 
Jagannath Temple and Aminul islam thus has, 
in fact, dedicated his life in the service of Lord 
Jagannath. 


This almanac also gives dates and months 
according to the Muslim calendar and indicates 
the dates of religious significance of the religion 
of Isiam as well as of other religions too. It is 
indeed a unique instance that a Muslim has 
been responsible for an authoritative publication 
of Hindu Panchang (Almanac) in India 
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continuously for many decades. 


Aminul Islam also brought out another 
Panjika named Asali Pathani Samanta Panjika 
(Authentic Pathani Samanta Almanac). He had 
also brought out for the first time in Orissa a 
Calendar in Oriya giving not merely the dates 
and months, but also the tithis, the festivals and 
the rasi and nakhsatra of each day which thus 
Serves as a mini almanac. 


For more than fifty years, the Orissa 
Kohenoor Press Panjika has held the ground. 
For the lay man, it has served as a popular 
astrological guide and for the astrologers and 
astronomers, it has proved an indispensable 
asset. 


With his regard for the Hindu religion and 
culture, he set up separate permanent funds 
with Mukti Mandapa Pandit Sabha stipulating 
that the interests, accrueing over it were to be 
spent on Mahaprasad feeding of Brahmin 
pandits on the Ekadasi ‘tithis’ and performing 
the upanayana of destitute Brahmin boys. 
Charitable in spirit, he used to extend financial 
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help for the marriage of poor Hindu young men 
and women, the renovation of old temples and 
the construction of new ones. He also made 
gifts of money to many mathas (monasteries) 
and temples etc. 


While he contributed to the preservation 
and perpetuation of the Hindu religious culture 
through the publication of the dharmasastras, 
the epics and the puranas, editions of the Gita 
andthe Bhagabata, the bhajanasand Jananas 
and authentic almanac, he himself wrote books 
of prayer to Hindu gods and goddesses like 
Jagannath Stut, Jagannathanka Janana, 
Lakshmi Stuti, Saraswati Stuti’ etc. He also 
wrote other poems of devotion to Lord of great 
mythical devotees like Dhruba Stuti, Prahalada 
Stut/' Orissa is the land of Lord Jagannath and 
Aminul Islam expressed his devotion to Lord 
Jagannath by printing on the front page of each 
copy of his ‘Orissa Kohenoor Press Panjika’, 
‘Sri Jagannth Deva Jayati’ (Victory to Lord 
Jagannath). Besides he wrote a couple of books 
onthe Car-festival and the Return Car festival of 
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Lord Jagannath. All this led some intellectuals 
to describe him as Second Salbeg.* Though, 
he was a Muslim by religion, in fact, he was a 
protector of Hinduism and all his life seriously 
he laboured to keep up the religious practices of 
Hindus. 


His deep regard for Samanta Chandra 
Sekhar and keen interest in astrology and 
astronomy led him to publish in Oriya script for 
the first time Chandrasekhar's epoch-making 
astronomical work Sidhanta Darpana. His interest 
in astrology grew in course of time and to 
acquaint the people in general with the science, 
he published works like Shrinivasa Deepika, 
Bina gurure Sarala Jyotisha Sikshya (Learning 
simple astrology without a guide), Khana 
Vachana etc. He himself wrote a few simple 
books giving preliminary ideas on astrology. 


Sk. Aminul Islam was one of the nationalist 
Muslims who never made any distinction between 
Hindus and Muslims in the society as to him 


* Salbeg being a Muslim devotee of Lord Jagannath in 
seventeenth century, who wrote a number of exquisite 
devotional poems on Lord Jagannath. 
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religion was a personal matter and he never 
wished to mingle his personal faith with the 
social problems. As a matter of fact, ‘Sarva 
Dharma Sama Bhava’ - all religions are same 
and equal was the prime motto of his life. He 
used to attach equal importance and pay the 
same respectto all other religions as he showed 
towards his own faith. 


He was a staunch believer in ‘Allah’, the 
Almighty, the one God, having a firm faith in 
Providence. Though he was not performing the 
daily congregation prayer (NAMAZ) but he used 
to regard and respect those who offered Namaz 
and observed the month-long fasting (Roza) in 
the holy month of Ramzan and he used to help 
poor persons freely with finance in their need. 
He had much inclination towards the Saints and 
Sufis and had devoted great feeling of love and 
respect for them. He was very sincere in offering 
the FATEHA (Admiration) for various Saints in 
different occasions with a deep faith to receive 
their blessings. 


Unlike others, he became a fine symbol of 
communal harmony and fraternity in Orissa. 
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While he created and contributed a fixed fund 
with the Mukti Mandap Pandit Sava of the Lord 
Jagannath Temple at Puri for the purpose of 
observing rituals like Ekadasi every month and 
performing Vrata Upanayana (Thread ceremony) 
for poor Brahamin boys at Sri Mandir, at the 
same time he used to render financial aids to 
various orphanages and religious institutions 
as well as Madarasas and Masjids whenever 
asked for. He was active member of various 
social organisations 100. 


Not only did he work hard for the cause of 

Oriya Literature and Culture by publishing 
numerous Oriya literary and religious books on 
Hinduism, but he also published a great number 
of religious books on Islam, like Noor-nama, 
Talimul-Isiam, Doa-i-ganjal-arsh and many others 
in simple Oriya version for the easy 
understanding of common masses. Deeply 
. philanthropic by nature, every now and then, 
he used to marry away poverty-stricken helpless 
and destitute girls belonging to both Hindu and 
Muslim Communities. Obviously by his deeds 
and actions he has left lesson for the society 
that the diverse faiths and beliefs of the people 
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need not stand as an impediment in the way of 
communal amity and national integrity, but 
regeneration and revitalization of a society can 
be achieved largely through mutual 
understanding and co-operation among all the 
members of a great society. 


In appreciation of his life-long keen interest 
in astrology, the Indian Council of Astrotogical 
Science conferred on Aminul Islam posthumously 
the title Jyotisha Chandrasekhar in 1989. 


In 1990, Chinta O Chetana a premier 
literary and cultural organisation of the State of 
Orissa under the Chairmanship of Sri Biju 
Pattanaik, the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Orissa 
conferred the posthumous National Award the 
title of Padmakeshari on Aminul Islam in 
recognition of the distinguished service rendered 
by him to the cause of National Intergration. In 
fact Aminul Islam was one of those pioneer 
Nationalists and Liberal Muslims who attempted 
to breakthe artificial barrier between the Hindus 
and the Muslims created deliberately by the 
Britishers and paved the way towards the 
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realisation of the ideal of National Integration. 
Although a Muslim, no religious barrier had over 
come on his way . Very few of our country men 
have made such significant contribution for the 
cause of communal harmony. He was a true 
Muslim who never discriminated between one 
religion and another because he believed God 
is one, omnipotent and omni-present. 


On August, 10th, 1985 this self-made 
man, who from very humble beginnings rose to 
become one of the foremost publishers of 
Orissa, this veritable symbol of National 
Integration, made his final exit for his eternal 
abode. His death was mourned not only by his 
near and dear ones inthe family, his friends and 
relatives but also by his admirers outside Orissa, 
chiefly by the countless Oriyas who depended 
upon his almanac for observing the rites and 
rituals, the fasts and festivals, the religio-social 
ceremonies like marriage, upanayana, etc. and 
benefited greatly from reading the large variety 
of other works that he had published. 


It is a matter of pride that Sk. Aminul Islam 
a Muslim as he was, got a fitting farewel from 
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the Mukti Mandap Pandit Sava of Lord Jagannath 
Temple, which in a great and unprecedented 
gesture in its history, condoled the death of a 
Muslim on his sad demise on August 10, 1985. 


A man of action, he always enjoined upon 
all to be ever active and dutiful. He often used to 
recite the immortal lines of Utkalamani 
Gopabandhu in his poem 'Bandira Atmakatha' 
given below being translated in English. 


Human life means not merely 
years and months, days and hours 
Man lives by work alone - 

His work is the measure of his life. 

While his earthly existence has ceased, 
his life and ideals have remained enshrined in 
the bossoms of his children, his co-workers and 
followers and would ever inspire them in particular 
and his countrymen in general. At a time when 
the country is passing through a crisis due to 
occasional outbursts of communal disharmony 
causing great challenges to National Integration, 
his glowing examples may be cited to serve an 
immense significance. 
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Long after his death, Mr. Istam will remain 
a savant whom any state should be proud of. 
Through his long life and works, he demonstrated 
two greattruths; the heritage of science belongs 
to humanity and not to any religious community. 
Hence he devoted all his time and mind to the 
study of classical Indian System of Astrology; 
secondly, he exemplified through his life the fact 
that the ideal and true faith in the devine 
embraces all religions and fills a man with love 
for all the great traditions. What is most important 
to note here is the fact that Aminul Islam came 
of a very humble Muslim family of Cuttack and 
started his life with most humble beginnings. 
Without any desire to seek fame and glory in 
life, without any ambition for power and status 
and without any sense of dominating over his 
comtemporaries or imposing his will over 
thousands of his colleagues, poets, writers, 
playwrights, workers and followers, he quietly 
and most selflessly worked among them to 
projectthe talents of these persons with the sole 
desire of contributing to the growth and 
development of Oriya language, literature, its 
culture and folklore. He worked most sincerely 
and remained active till the very end of life and 
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never sought recognition which came mostly 
after he made a quiet exit from this mundane 
world. 


Moreover Sk. Islam could very well be 
considered as a true symbol of National! 
Integration working throughout his life for creating 
a kind of communal hamony and understanding 
by writing and publishing numerous works on 
Hindusim, its rites, rituals and festivals and 
thereby driving the importance of its cultural 
and traditional! significance close to the hearts 
of his Muslim brethren. Atthe sametime during 
the pre-independence days when Oriya writers 
and astrologers were just struggling to emerge 
on the Socio-Cultural scenes, Sk. Islam was 
perhaps the only one and sole Muslim writer 
and publisher who boldly and most daringly 
ventured to establish the trade of printng and 
publishing particularly in the realm of Oriya 
folklore, folksong, revolutionary poetry as well 
as in the astrological and religious fields. 


It is strange but true that persons belonging 
to altogether different castes, creeds, faith and 
cultures have worked for the unifying goal of 
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projecting a different cutlure, religion and 
literature. For instance, distinguished persons 
like Brijnarayan Chakbast, Pandit Jadunath 
Sarkar, Anand Narayan Mullah, Raghupati 
Sahai Firaq Gorakhpuri, Premchand, Krishen 
Chandar and Jagannath Azad - all of them non- 
Muslims have done as much for the growth and 
development of Urdu language and literature 
as Zauque, Ghalib, Faiz and Iqbal did. Similarly 
a muslim in Orissa, namely late Sk. Aminul 
Islam, the founder of Orissa Kohenoor Press 
Panjika, has done much more for the growth 
and development of Hindu philosophy, religion 
and Astrology than many other non-muslims in 
the state of Orissa. 


In this connection it may be noted that 
fervently he worked for acquainting the 
thousands of his Oriya readers with Hindu 
religion, its philosophy and various scriptures 
as well as its religious festivals with the specific 
aims and objectives of not only popularising 
these among the most common and ordinary 
people but also creating a lively interest for 
Hindusim and Oriya literature. As observed by 
one of his great admirers, Dr. B. K. Rath, 
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Curator, Orissa State Archaeology, 
Bhubaneswar, he could very well be com pared 
with Munshi Nawal Kishore ( 1836-1895) of 
Lucknow who, also through his Nawal Kishore 
Press, published a number of works in several 
languages including the Holy Quran and kindled 
the fire of National Integration in many hearts 
during the 19th century. Both of them rose 
above their own religious barrier to love all 
religions alike. In fact | feel such people only 
continue and contribute to the cause of National 
Integration, rising above caste, race, religion 
and social order and any amount of tribute to 
such people will not be enough unless we 
follow their path. 


Similarly commenting on his catholicity of 
mind and his regard for Hinduism, former Chief 
Justice of India Justice Ranganath Mishra 
observes : though a Muslim, he had respect for 
Hindu religion and consideration for people 
learned in scriptures. He had picked up close 
acquaintance with calculations necessary for 
preparing the almanac and was always anxious 
that the almanac published by him may be free 
from any mistake. 
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Finally it may be said in concluding the life 
and deeds of a very humble man, that Sk. 
Aminul Islam has worked al! along his life with 
a vision that transcends him above all the 
barriers of castes, creeds, religions and divisions. 
With his humble works which include astrological 
calculations, literary attempts in the realms of 
poetry, prose, both revolutionary and secular 
and his religious songs and devotional bhajans, 
he has very well succeeded in building a bridge 
that is meant to connect all the people, professing 
different faiths and religions together. In his life 
and works we see him moving with an intense 
desire to create a temple of love, a mosque of 
understanding, a Church of peace and a 
Gurudwara of devotion and an altar of mutual 
faith and trust which should serve to bind all the 
people of our country into one common string 
of humanity irrespective of caste, creed and 
religion. Perhaps all our differences, all our 
hatred and mistrust, though artificially created 
by the so-calied present day lovers of different 
faith and religions, will vanish like vapours, if 
our brothers and sisters could understand the 
messages of this humble man of Orissa who 
achieved in his life what was most needed and 
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sought after today to keep our people united 
and unified. 


lt is needless to mention that Sk. Zahurul 
Islam, the worthy son of late Padmakeshari 
Aminul Islam is rightly following the footsteps of 
his great father and dedicating himself for the 
cause of National Integration and Communal! 
Harmony. 
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MANAPATRA 
Late Aminul Istam 
On Behalf of the 


CHIFETA O CHETANA 


we confer upon you the title of 
PADMAKESHARI 
for your distin guished service in the field of 


National Intigration 
On the 
9th Sept. 1991. 


Nl - 


BH (Dr. PK, Om 2 KAR ) BJU PATNAIK) 


PRESIDENT GEN. SECRETARY SPORTS, CHAIRMAN 
CUL. L&P.R. ORISSA CHIEF MINISTER, ORISSA 
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF ASTROLOGICAL SCIENCE 
(1.C.A.S.) ORISSA CHAPTER, INDIRA COLONY, 
CHAULIAGANJ, CUTTACK - 753 004, ORISSA. 
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Certificate 


On the auspicious occasion of All india Astrological 
Conterence held at Cuttack, Orissa on Feb. 25th & 26th, 
1989with Dr. B.V.Raman, President, 1.C.A.S. and Dr. Radha- 
nath Rath, President, Loksevak Mandal, India in Chair, we 
the Chairman and members of Orissa chapter of 1.C.A.S. 
are pleased to award to 


Ep SK. Aranl m 


thehonourary Degreeof "JYOTISH CHANDRASEKHAR" on 
this day of 26.02.1989 in recognition of his outstanding 
calibre and contribution for the cause of Astrology and 
whatit stands for. 
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fondo: 
Brahmananda Panda 
Chairman 
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